
 
 
 
 

Alessandra Pedrotti Catoni (Makarampa Films) Wins Award in IndieFEST Film Awards 

(February 05, 2020) – Alessandra Pedrotti Catoni - Makarampa Films has won two prestigious 
Awards of Merit Special Mention from the IndieFEST Film Awards (Award of Merit Special 
Mention Documentary Feature; Award of Merit Special Mention Special Purpose Productions). 

The awards were given for Alessandra’s exciting documentary, Upper Story, which reveals 
alternative ways to tackle mental illness, a problem which affects over 10% of the global 
population. Upper Story presents an exceptional narrative with 7 different filming locations, 
including United States, India, and Botswana, as well as animations and an original score. The 
protagonists include His Holiness the 14° Dalai Lama and leading neuroscientists from around the 
world.  

“It is a great honor to receive these two Awards. My hope is for this film to help and inform those 
suffering from mental health problems and to reveal new techniques to approach mental health, 
thanks to the research conducted by these talented scientists, both Western and Tibetan, over the 
last 35 years”.  

The IndieFEST Film Awards recognizes film, television, videography and new media professionals 
who demonstrate exceptional achievement in craft and creativity, and those who produce standout 
entertainment or contribute to profound social change. Entries are judged by highly qualified 
professionals in the film and television industry. Information about the IndieFEST and a list of 
recent winners can be found at www.theindiefest.com. 
In winning an IndieFEST Film Award, Makarampa Films joins the ranks of other high-profile 
winners of this internationally respected award including Liam Neeson as the narrator of Love Thy 
Nature, A Path Appears Documentary featuring George Clooney and Blake Lively, Radical 
Grace executive produced by Susan Sarandon, a searing expose Davids and Goliath by Peabody 
winner Leon Lee, and Touched with Fire starring Katie Holmes.  Rick Prickett, who chairs The 
IndieFEST Film Awards, had this to say about the latest winners, “The IndieFEST is not an easy 
award to win. Entries are received from around the world from powerhouse companies to 
remarkable new talent. The IndieFEST helps set the standard for craft and creativity. The judges 
were pleased with the exceptional high quality of entries. The goal of The IndieFEST Film Awards 
is to help winners achieve the recognition they deserve.” 
 
For more information visit Makarampa Films’s website at 
http://www.makarampa.com/upper_story.html 

 


